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is used to signify butter substitutes.
See butter; adulteration".
OLIGARCHY, ol'i gaJir ky.   See GOVERN-
MENT.
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OLIVE, a fruit tree, of which there are
several species.   The common olive is a low,
branching, evergreen tree, from twenty to
thirty feet high, with stiff, narrow, dusky-
green or bluish leaves.    The flowers, small
and white, appear from June to August.   The
fruit is a plumlike ber-
ry of greenish pulp,
covered with  a  thin
smooth skin and con-
taining a hard stone.
The tree is a native of
Syria and it is culti-
vated in almost every
warm,    dry   climate.
The tree grows slowly
and lives a long time.
As its age increases
the trunk becomes
gnarled,   and  twisted
into odd shapes, but it
continues to  produce
great quantities of fruit even when it appears
to be on the verge of decay.
The wood is yellowish, beautifully streaked
with dark lines, and can be brightly polished.
It is serviceable in making boxes and small
fancy articles. From earliest times the olive
tree has been held in veneration throughout
the East. Among the Greeks it 'was sacred
to Minerva, and olive wreaths were used by
both Greeks and Romans to crown victors.
The olive tree is associated with the garden
of Gethsemane and with many of the scenes
described in both the Old and the New Testa-
ments. To this day it is everywhere recog-
nized as the symbol of peace. California is
one of the greatest olive-producing regions
of the world.
OLIVE OIL, an oil extracted from the
fruits of the olive tree. The olives are taken,
as soon as picked, to a press, where they are
run through a machine which crushes them
into fine pulp. This is packed into short,
open-mouthed baskets of rushes, several of
which are put together into a press, which
squeezes out the oil into tubs half filled with
water. The oil remains at the top, and the
impurities sink through the water to the bot-
tom. The pulp is gathered together after
passing through the press the first time and
is usually sent through three times more, each
 successive pressure producing oil of a differ-
ent grade. The oil is filtered and clarified un-
til it becomes a beautiful golden-yellow liquid,
suitable for the table. Much oil that is sold
as olive oil is peanut oil or cottonseed oil or
badly adulterated olive oil.
OLIVES, mount of, or MOUNT OLI-
VET, a hill on the east side of Jerusalem,
separated from it by Kedron Valley. The
summit, divided into four parts by interven-
ing depressions, is about 200 feet above the
city. The hill is mentioned several times in
the Old Testament, and was the scene of im-
portant events in the life of Jesus. Over the
road which winds around its southern end
He made his triumphal entry into Jerusalem,
and upon the mount He delivered one of His
sermons (Mark XXX, 3). On the western
slope lay the Garden of Gethsemane, whither
He often withdrew for prayer. Christian
tradition names the mount as the scene of His
transfiguration.
OLMSTED, omsted or um'sted, fred-
erick law (1822-1903), an American land-
scape architect, was born at Hartford, Conn,,
educated at Yale University and Amherst
College. He first engaged in farming, but,
after several trips to Europe and through his
own country, he was appointed landscape
architect and superintendent of Central Park,
in New York City. During the Civil War
he was secretary of the United States Sani-
tary Commission, and by his personal visits
to the camps and his tireless efforts in all
directions he succeeded in instituting many
measures for the relief of the sick and wound-
ed and for the comfort of the soldiers in the
field. He assisted in planning many of the
largest parks in the county, including several
in New York, Brooklyn, Boston, Montreal,
Chicago and Milwaukee, as well as the ter-
races and grounds of the United States
Capitol and several important features of
the grounds of the World's Columbian Expo*
sition in Chicago. He was the author of
many valuable books upon agricultural meth-
ods and upon special phases of landscape
gardening.
OL'NEY, richard (1835-1917), an Amer-
ican statesman, born in Oxford, Mass. He
was graduated from Brown University at the
age of twenty-one and studied law at Har-
vard for three years. Olney was elected to
the Massachusetts legislature in 1874 and was
a candidate for attorney-general on the
Democratic ticket, but he confined himself

